
 

 

November 2009      Newsletter Editor – Bill Lamphear 

 

Oktoberfest 2009 

Hermann, Missouri 

We left Macadoodles at 10:45 a.m. on a cool, drizzly day.  There were 8 cars and 14 people and the trip 

was uneventful with a couple of exceptions.  It was the 1st time for Patsy and Jack and the trees were 

more beautiful than we’d ever seen.  Even through the drizzle and clouds, the views were spectacular. 

In the history of the club trips to Hermann, Mr. Sun has never failed us on Saturday.  It was a gorgeous 

top-down day and we enjoyed every minute of sunshine and color.   

The first winery we visited was a new one to all of us.  Wenwood farm is an old dairy farm that has been 

converted to a winery.  The farm had been passed down several generations to the current owners.  

After a very interesting presentation and the purchases were made, we moved on to lunch at the Rivers 

Edge restaurant.  Don Jolly had brought this idea up and the innkeeper told us it was a beautiful drive 

and very atmospheric.  Two key words – drive and eat – convinced us to try this place out.  It was indeed 

a beautiful drive.  The food wasn’t anything to write home about but it was atmospheric.  There is a 

ferry there that will take you into Hermann the short way but it was not working the day we were there.  

Seems the ferry minder has a mind of her own.  From the restaurant, we headed to Adam Puchta to 

stock up on some of our favorites.  The parking lot was full but they allowed us to park right in front 

where everyone had to pass by our cars.  Several stopped to admire our cute little cars and ask 
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questions.  From Adam Puchta, we drove to Stonehill Winery and enjoyed the view of the vineyards on 

the hillside and the quaint little town below.  We had planned on visiting two other wineries but chose 

to park the cars and head to Hermannhoff.  For those of us who love to sit and people-watch, this is the 

place to go.  It never ceases to amaze me at the variety of people that show up, their attire for the day, 

the amount of wine they can or shouldn’t consume, and their dancing styles.  With wonderful toe-

tapping music, it was hard to keep still.  Jack and Patsy were told that to be truly initiated into the club, 

they must do the chicken dance.  They agreed if we’d all join them.  They passed the test with flying 

colors; however, the real surprise came when we noticed how good Don Jolly was at chicken dancing!  

We were convinced that this was not the first time around that block for him.  We closed down the 

Hermannhoff and went back to the Vinchester and made a fire pit and enjoyed an evening of campfire 

conversation where we were told not once, but twice, that Jack’s 65 pound dog was sleeping in Patsy’s 7 

pound dogs little bed.  Too much wine makes you tell stories twice you know.  After breakfast at the 

Riverfront Café on Sunday morning, we headed home in a drizzle, each one thankful for the beautiful 

sunshine on Saturday.   

Quote of the trip:  When asked if the Hermann trip was all that she’d been told it was, Patsy replied that 

“Yes, it was indeed beautiful but I have never gone anywhere with the Miata club that I haven’t enjoyed 

because they are such fun, wonderful people to be around.”   

Now that’s what it’s all about folks!  As the country girl who used to write a little community article in 

my home town paper used to say. . . . and a good time was had by all. 

Everta Cannafax 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RESTAURANT REVIEW 

As anyone with a Miata knows, our motto is “Eat to Drive and Drive to Eat.”  Here are a couple of 
restaurants we have been to lately and how they rated with our members: (scale – 1=poor, 10=excellent) 

     Bizy’s     Wooden Spoon 
     Hwy 412 & Crossover in Fayetteville  Hwy 59 in Gentry 

Staff Courtesy    6     9 
Staff Knowledge   6     8  
Service     7     9 
Menu Pricing    6     8 
Menu Diversity    6     8 
Cleanliness    7     9 
General Appearance   7     9 
Overall Rating    6     9 
Comments (Bizy’s) – “Good food and good service”.  “Ribs were more like pork roast and light on 
smoke flavor”. 
Comments (Wooden Spoon) – “We love the Amish cooking and always love going to the Wooden 
Spoon”.  “Would recommend this restaurant to a friend”. 
 

 



MECHANICS CORNER 
 
One thing we all need is a good set of tires for our Miatas.  Ever wonder what all those letters and 
numbers mean on the tires?  This article should answer all your questions.  A special thanks to John Hill 
for providing this article for the newsletter. 
 
Here is some basic info on tires that may be of interest to some of the club members: 

 

Tire Labeling 

Federal law requires tire manufacturers to place standardized information on the sidewall of all 

tires. This information identifies and describes the fundamental characteristics of the tire and also 

provides a tire identification number for safety standard certification and in case of a recall.   
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P  

The "P" indicates the tire is for passenger vehicles. 

 

Nominal Width  

This three-digit number gives the width in millimeters of the tire from sidewall edge to sidewall 

edge. In general, the larger the number, the wider the tire. 

 

Aspect Ratio 

This two-digit number, known as the aspect ratio, gives the tire's ratio of height to width. 

Numbers of 70 or lower indicate a short sidewall for improved steering response and better 

overall handling on dry pavement. 

 

 

R 

The "R" stands for radial. Radial ply construction of tires has been the industry standard for the 

past 20 years. 

 

Rim diameter code 

This two-digit number is the wheel or rim diameter in inches. If you change your wheel size, you 

will have to purchase new tires to match the new wheel diameter. 

 

Load index 

This two- or three-digit number is the tire's load index. It is a measurement of how much weight 

each tire can support. You may find this information in your owner's manual. If not, contact a 

local tire dealer. Note: You may not find this information on all tires because it is not required by 

law. 

 

Severe snow conditions 

The "M+S" or "M/S" indicates that the tire has some mud and snow capability. Most radial tires 

have these markings; hence, they have some mud and snow capability. 

Speed Rating 

The speed rating denotes the speed at which a tire is designed to be driven for extended periods 

of time. The ratings range from 99 miles per hour (mph) to 186 mph. These ratings are listed 

below. 

Note: You may not find this information on all tires because it is not required by law. 



Q 99 mph  H 130 mph  

R 106 mph  V 149 mph  

S 112 mph  W  168 mph*  

T 118 mph  Y 186 mph*  

U 124 mph      

*For tires with a maximum speed capability over 149 mph, tire manufacturers sometimes use the 

letters ZR. For those with a maximum speed capability over 186 mph, tire manufacturers always 

use the letters ZR. 
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U.S. DOT Tire Identification Number 

This begins with the letters "DOT" and indicates that the tire meets all federal standards. The 

next two numbers or letters are the plant code where it was manufactured, and the last four 

numbers represent the week and year the tire was built. For example, the numbers 3197 means 

the 31st week of 1997. 

The other numbers are marketing codes used at the manufacturer's discretion. This information is 

used to contact consumers if a tire defect requires a recall. 

 

Tire Ply Composition and Materials Used 

The number of plies indicates the number of layers of rubber-coated fabric in the tire. In general, 

the greater the number of plies, the more weight a tire can support. Tire manufacturers also must 

indicate the materials in the tire, which include steel, nylon, polyester, and others. 

 

Maximum Load Rating 

This number indicates the maximum load in kilograms and pounds that can be carried by the tire. 

 

Maximum Permissible Inflation Pressure 

This number is the greatest amount of air pressure that should ever be put in the tire under 

normal driving conditions 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 

Steve & Nancy Truax are from Bentonville and drive a Red 96. 

Lenny & Dana Quinn are from Goshen and drive a Red 90. 

Dale Rice is from Eureka Springs and drives a Blue 99. 

Stan and Karla McBride are from Bentonville and drive a Blue 99. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

November 14 – 2nd Annual Run to Jasper (British Iron Touring Club of NWA host) 

November 21 – Miata Club trip to Will Rogers Museum in Claremore, OK 

November 28 – Christmas parade – Springdale, AR 

December 5 – Miata Club Christmas Party – Clarion Inn 

             Christmas parade – Farmington, AR 

 

December 12 – Christmas parade – Gentry, AR  


